
Washington state's population is growing by more

than a half a million people every decade. This rapid

population growth is changing the way we live and

work in many parts of the state.

In response to this rapid growth, the Growth

Management Act (GMA) was passed in 1990. Citizens
and lawmakers were concerned because population growth
and suburban sprawl were threatening Washington's forest
and agricultural lands. wetlands. and wildlife habitat.

Traffic congestion, especiallY in Western Washington. was
clogging the highways and polluting the air. Sources for

clean drinking water were being threatened by increasing
pollution. Flooding and landslides were becomingyearlY
eventsin areas of ne~ development. Schools, sewers, and

water supplies were being strained to keep up with growth.

In short, the Quality of life that made Washington such a

desirable place to call home was rapidlY disappearing.

To address these problems. the GMA reQuires all cities

and counties in the state to do some planning. It calls for
the fastest growing counties. and the cities within them, to

plan extensivelY in keeping with state goals on:

. sprawlreduction

. concentratedurbangrowth

. affordablehousing

. economicdevelopment

. openspaceandrecreation

. regionaltransportation

. environmentalprotection

. propertyrights

. naturalresourceindustries

. historiclandsandbuildings

. timelYpermitting

. public facilities and services

. earlYandcontinuouspublicparticipation

. shorelinemanagement
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criteria gives guidance on how local governments can use
the best available science to designate and protect critical
areas. The project consisten<y rule provides guidance on
how to ana!yzeproject proposals for consistencywith GMA
plans and regulations.

. Impactfeesareauthorizedfor publicstreetsandroads.
public parks. open spaceand recreation facilities. school

facilities. and fire facilities that are not part of a fire district.
This financing system for off-site improvements is to provide
for a balance between impact fees and other sources of
public funds. Impact feesalone cannot be used to fund

systemsimprovements. On!y cities and counties reQuiredor
choosing to plan under the GMA can impose impact fees.

. An additional0.25per centrealestateexcisetax is
authorized(withoutvoterapproval)for citiesandcounties
reQuiredto plan. Thosechoosingto planunderthe GMA
maylery sucha taxaftervoterapproval. Revenuesfrom
this taxareto be usedsole!yasa publiccontributionto the
developmentof capitalfacilities.suchas roadsandsewers.
that areidentifiedin the capitalfacilitiesplan.

. Sixcountiesandthe citieswithin themareto determine.

underthe BuildableLandsProgram.if anadeQuateamount
of landis beingprovidedfor futureurbangrowth. They
collectdatato evaluatetheir growthmanagementplans.
includingwhethertheyareachievingurbandensitieswithin
adoptedurbangrowthboundaries.ThecountiesareClark.
King.Kitsap.Pierce.Snohomish.andThurston.

HELP IS AVAILABLETO CARRYOUT THE GMA

Regional transportation planning organizations (RTPOs) are
authorized as voluntary associations of local governments within
a coun!y or within contiguous counties to conduct regional
transportation planning. RTPO grants are available through the
Washington State Department of Transportation to do regional
transportation planning. RTPOsreview the transportation
elements of local comprehensiveplans and coun!y-wide

planning policies and certify they are consistent with regional
transportation plans.

Technical assistancefor carrying out the GMA is available to
cities and counties from Growth ManagementServicesof OCD.
For more information or copies of publications on GMA
planning.call (360) 725-3000 or write Growth Management
Services. OCD. 906 Columbia Street SW.. P.O. Box 48350.

O!ympia. Washington 98504-8350. You can also see Growth

ManagementServices'Web site at www.ocd.wa.gov/growth.
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